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BAY AREA

RidgeTrail

It’s been 30 years since stakeholders from around the Bay Area first
gathered, got inspired and decided to create a Bay Area Ridge Trail — and
a Ridge Trail Council.

Thanks to the extraordinary leadership of public, private, and non-profit
partners and to the tireless work of advocates and volunteers — 375 miles
of the ultimate 550-mile route are now in place for both close-to-home

outings and epic adventures.

This briefing book tells the story of Ridge Trail status, both from a regional
and county perspective. Each area has its own unique geography,
ecology, land use pattern and planning framework which has shaped the
Ridge Trail’s progress to-date, and which will continue to influence trail

completion.

We've traveled quite a distance together and have much to be proud
of and celebrate, but we're also eager to keep up the pace to reach our
shared goal of protecting and connecting the Bay Area’s unsurpassed
natural beauty with a continuous ridgeline trail. Thank you to everyone

who has rolled up their sleeves and is part of this inspiring journey!

REGIONAL

ELEVATION i +59750 feet

GAIN/LOSS: “10.2 miles
OVERNIGHT TREKKING T
Over 50 campgrounds, huts, yurts, and hostels within 5 miles ofthe .77
trail support overnight trekking, with many more on the way!

-50,400 feet
11.3 miles
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TOTAL MILES

— 69% complete
] 375 dedicated miles
] 280* planned miles

DEDICATED MULTI-USE
S,

375 miles open to ﬁ
331 miles ﬁﬁﬁ

=

318 miles @

278 miles (74%) full multi-use
]

*Includes alternate route options and a South Bay
“southern extension” loop to Gilroy of ™~ 85 planned
miles. We typically identify ™~ 175 more “planned
route” miles as part of the main 550-mile Ridge Trail
loop, but the full regional network will be longer,
potentially including up to 100 additional miles.

RIDGE TRAIL
AL STATS

LAND USE/ OWNERSHIP

394 2% 2% DEDICATED:

375 MILES
PUBLIC (93%)

PRIVATE (5%)
LAND TRUST/NGO (2%)

6%
8%

79%

PLANNED ROUTE:
280 MILES
PUBLIC (59%)

PRIVATE (36%)
LAND TRUST/NGO (5%)

% 5%
59 2%

8%

21%
38%

2% co %

PRIVATE

Rural, non-agricultural

PUBLIC

@ Parks/open space preserve
@ Watershed/utility ® Ranchland/farmland
® Road right-of-way Other (Institutional, urban)

State Forest, misc. @® Roads

LAND TRUST / NGO
@ Land Trust/NGO
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Other Features
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MARIN

79 HIGHLIGHTS
© Marinis a popular destination for trail enthusiasts

TOTAL MILES and is 80% complete, thanks to strong partners
12% OF REGION

including Golden Gate National Recreation Area
(GGNRA), Marin County Open Space District,
Marin Municipal Water District, and California

——]  80% complete
] 63 dedicated miles State Parks.

H 16 planned miles © Nearly three-quarters of the planned route is
on two private ranches, and owners of both

properties have allowed special event trail
LAND USE/OWNERSHIP outings.

PLANNED: L . .
© The Open Space District is a partner in creating

trail easements and other mechanisms to
facilitate trail completion on the remaining

private property.

© Mountain bikes are excluded on ™15 miles, in
Mount Tamalpais State Park and Marin County’s

Indian Tree to Mount Burdell open space

PUBLIC
@ Parks/open space preserve 26% preserves.
PRIVATE © Marin has the highest number of overnight

@ Ranchland/farmland 74% facilities to support multi-day trekking, with

options in GGNRA and Mount Tamalpais and
Samuel P. Taylor state parks.

DEDICATED MULTI-USE
<

63 miles open to ﬁi
56 miles ﬁgﬁ

o

45 miles @

44 miles (70%) full multi-use
|

ANNUAL EVENT

Ridge to Bridge, an annual signature
supported multi-distance and multi-use
hike, bike and equestrian ride traverses
Marin in April.
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Bay Area Ridge Trail Features

Dedicated Planned

e ——— Primary J—
Non-primary _—
Other Features

|| Public/Protected Lands (Fee)

Conservation Easement =0

Other Existing Trail

= Other Proposed Trail

TOTAL MILES
9% OF REGION

— 53% complete
| 32 dedicated miles

LAND USE/OWNERSHIP
PLANNED:

PUBLIC

Parks/open space preserve 50%
® Road right-of-way 2%

PRIVATE
Rural, non-agricultural 48%

DEDICATED MULTI-USE

2,
32 miles open to ﬁ

e

31 miles @
27 miles ﬁgf

26 miles (80%) full multi-use
1

HIGHLIGHTS

Just over half the ultimate route is dedicated.

After decades of advocacy and partnership
among many private, public and non-profit
partners, two new trails and preserves opened
on Sonoma Mountain in 2015. The North Sonoma
Mountain Trail and East Slope trails are on either
side of Jack London State Historic Park, creating
a 9-mile continuous stretch and an anchor for

future trail extensions.

Sonoma voters created the Sonoma County
Agricultural Preservation and Open Space
District in 1990 and approved two separate
funding measures that now extend a quarter-

cent sales tax through 2031.

Sonoma Land Trust is working to acquire
property that could extend the trail north of
Sugarloaf Ridge and Hood Mountain (¥ 4 miles).

The planned route is evenly split between public
and private ownership, with the public portion in
State Parks, County Regional Parks and the City
of Petaluma.

Opportunities to create multi-benefit projects
in Bennett and Sonoma Valleys could expand
regional trail networks and conserve wildlife
habitat.

Overnight facilities exist in Hood Mountain
Regional Park and Trione-Annadel and
Sugarloaf Ridge State Parks with more planned

for Sugarloaf.
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TOTAL MILES

13% OF REGION

— 23% complete
== 19 dedicated miles

LAND USE/OWNERSHIP
PLANNED:

>
\

PUBLIC
@ Road right-of-way 14%

State Forest, misc. 11%
Parks/open space preserve 9%

Watershed/utility 5%

PRIVATE
® Ranchland/farmland 31%

Rural, non-agricultural 13%

Institutional, railroad 6%

LAND TRUST / NGO
@ Land Trust/NGO 11%

HIGHLIGHTS

Napa hosts five key sections, including Bothe-
Napa Valley State Park and Oat Hill Mine, Moore
Creek, Skyline, Napa-Solano and River to Ridge
Trail.

The Ridge Trail route has changed significantly
over time, with two major northward extensions
in 1990 and 2012, to include Calistoga, Mount
St. Helena, and iconic existing and future open

space/conservation corridors.

Napa voters created the Napa County Regional
Park and Open Space District (Napa OSD) in
2006, establishing a strong foundation for parks,
conservation and recreation. A ballot measure
to create dedicated funding for this District (a
quarter cent sales tax) was narrowly defeated in
2016.

The Napa-Solano Ridge Trail opened in 2006
with a model trail easement on private property.
It was built and managed for many years by the
Ridge Trail Council and recently transferred to
the Napa OSD.

Almost two-thirds of the planned route is on
private orlandtrust property. More private-public
partnerships will be essential to connecting

these planned stretches.

Overnight facilities exist in Bothe-Napa State
Park and Skyline Wilderness Park.

DEDICATED MULTI-USE
<

19 miles open to ﬁs
19 miles ﬁﬁf

o

17 miles @

17 miles (92%) full multi-use
1
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TOTAL MILES
7% OF REGION

64% complete
] 29 dedicated miles

LAND USE/OWNERSHIP
PLANNED:

_

PUBLIC

Watershed/utility 45%
® Road right-of-way 16%

PRIVATE
Urban 5%
Rural, non-agricultural 3%

LAND TRUST / NGO
@ Land Trust/NGO 31%

DEDICATED MULTI-USE

e

30 miles open to @

B,

29 miles ﬁi
16 miles ﬁﬁf

15 miles (51%) full multi-use
I

HIGHLIGHTS

Solano’s completion rate of almost two-thirds
nearly matches the regional average, thanks to
partnership with the Cities, State Parks, Greater
Vallejo Recreation District, Solano Land Trust,
and Solano Transportation Authority, as well
as very dedicated and committed local trail

advocates.

Solano lacks a county park and open space
agency or district. However, a campaign is
underway to bring a measure to voters to create

one in the near future.

The National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance program is supporting
efforts to complete the Carquinez Strait Scenic
Loop Trail (CSSLT) and trail design in Solano

Land Trust’s Lynch Canyon and Rockville Trails.

Much of the planned route is on land trust
property or public watershed land and road/

right-of-way.

Planning and design are underway to complete
the Vallejo Bluffs Trail, a complex 2-mile gap
in the Ridge Trail, San Francisco Bay Trail, and
Great California Delta Trail, all part of the CSSLT.
This critical gap requires multiple agencies’

participation and an expensive highway crossing.

Overnight facilities were recently completed at
Mclintyre Ranch, with more planned for Benicia

State Recreation Area.

Ridge Trail Briefing Book 2018

"



b, FAIRFIELD
AMERICAN
T CANYON
() FIRST DEDICATION:
1990, Tilden Regional Park e
/ @ MOST RECENT DEDICATION: L%
2013, Feeder Trail, 2.1 miles
@ WHAT’S NEXT?
Almond Ranch, 11 miles
TJQ BENICIA
Y el 7
J
AHIGHEST PEAK: D~ T )
Vollmer Peak, 1,827’ ‘\&} et
{0 Martinez \

p Carguinez
Crockett Hills- Strait Region

Regional Park \  Shoreling
e

Dutra N . afi
Ranch
John Muir
Rilr?c/ National

i @ istoric Site

RCULES Franklin
Canyon

Pinole
Valley Park

Sobrante Ridge
Regional Preserve

<

Point Edith
Wildlife
Point Edith Area
Wetlands

PITTSBUR

/@ CONCORD

»
Kennedy Grove
-+ Regional Recreation Area PLEASANT HILL
) Briones
Wildcat Canyon Regional
r—— Regional Park San Pablo Park
Q Reservoir
Recreation Area
Tilden
3 Regional?2y EBMUD
- \ Park
3 Py [
B t\}_fd A A —— FRFAYETTE
= ALBANY
\ /
! BERKELEY
~ ) ORINDA
Jf \ \2“;\‘ - Sibfey Volcanic C.O NZT R: A
_M(IBURON'} ' s /I Regional
T TN Preserve C O, T’
Hrl‘jck!ebelrrg Botanic
egional Preserve
LemerviiLLe o G
~ ! Redwood
< { \ [ e A Regional
\ ,/ - PIEDMONT g g Fark
_/ /___ Vi
L Y “
%, -
e B
‘ = —r : OAKLAND
: o A\
o ")} ' aALAMEDA
N - 1. ‘K
Bay Area Ridge Trail Features :
} Dedicated Planned
— Primary -— —
Non-primary - e @

Other Features
[ Public/Protected Lands (Fee)

Other Existing Trail

Conservation Easement — = ~-~ Other Proposed Trail SAN LEANDRG

__,(m.“-—\_"s.} N {

WALNUT CREEK
DANVILLE
SAN
RAWION

TOTAL MILES
8% OF REGION

89% complete
p—] 44 dedicated miles

LAND USE/OWNERSHIP
PLANNED:

PUBLIC
Parks/open space preserve 32%

@ Road right-of-way 46%

PRIVATE
® Ranchland/farmland 20%

LAND TRUST / NGO
@ Land Trust/NGO 2%

DEDICATED MULTI-USE
<

44 miles open to ﬁ
41 miles ﬁgﬁ

e

30 miles @

28 miles (63%) full multi-use
I

HIGHLIGHTS

Contra Costa enjoys one of the highest
completion rates (89%) in the region, thanks
to strong partnerships with East Bay Regional
Park District (EBRPD), East Bay Municipal Utility
District (EBMUD) and John Muir Land Trust
(JMLT).

The Carquinez Strait Scenic Loop Trail (CSSLT)
(Solano and Contra Costa Counties) is a unique
convergence of the Ridge Trail, San Francisco
Bay Trail, Great California Delta Trail, and Juan
Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail with
two bridge crossings and a route through five

historic downtowns.

JMLT’s campaign to purchase Almond Ranch
could close a key 1.1-mile gap in the loop
between Mt. Wanda and Sky Ranch.

EBMUD recently adopted a Watershed Master
Plan Update that will allow two key bicycle gaps
(7.5 miles) to be closed.

Opposition to multi-use on single-track trails will
make it challenging to close the remaining six

miles of multi-use gaps.

The gaps between Crockett Hills and Fernandez
Ranch and from Sobrante Ridge to Kennedy
Grove will require complex crossings of private

properties and roads/highways.

Overnight facilities exist in Wildcat and Tilden
regional parks, with plans to build additional
facilities in Crockett Hills and Carquinez Strait

regional parks.

Ridge Trail Briefing Book 2018

13



ORINDA

= DANVILLE
Redwood @
Regional Park
\ Leona Height
Regional
Open Space
SAN RAMON
Anthony Chabot
Regional Park Cull Canyon
n Regional
Recreation Area
DUBLIN
: \
3 o
-1 /\/— LIVERMORE
Chabot -
Garin Trail
Corridor
—\ PLEASANTON
ALAM D A
Garin Ty
@ FIRST DEDICATION: Re im':al ~
ari
1990, Anthony Chabot Regional Park P )
A// ‘. \
/ UNIONCITY
@ MOST RECENT DEDICATION: @
| — l ) £ y argas Plateau
T 2016, South Vargas Plateau, 2 miles g Regional Park
l\‘ibi £ f/
@ WHAT’S NEXT?
Garin Regional Park to
Niles Canyon Road, 7 miles ]
Peak Regional
7~ o ) = : X Preserve
AHIGHEST POINT: : v } Ragonal
Monument Peak, 2,594’ o i \llioas
% \‘ Vev
— p Hill Face Open
REDWOOD CITY ‘..‘ . g Bh) /ﬁ@ Sp;lr::nﬁ:g of
\ T
o i A
3 [
# Nom a e - =
. ( v = 7 Yy /\
! ol e (?" B L I - L
- " paLo aLTo \\‘,} ﬂ"“"\_,r“—/‘j‘.‘ -
;"j y MILPITAS s

=%
Bay Area Ridge Trail Features
Dedicated Planned

— Primary -— —

Non-primary — —
Other Features
[ Public/Protected Lands (Fee)

Other Existing Trail
Conservation Easement — - -~- Other Proposed Trail

|
}‘f it ’

ﬁ WALNUT CREEK

LAFAYETTE

MORAGA

SAN JOSE

TOTAL MILES

8% OF REGION

73% complete
] 39 dedicated miles

LAND USE/OWNERSHIP
PLANNED:

PUBLIC
Parks/open space preserve 61%

Watershed/utility 12%
@ Road right-of-way 3%

PRIVATE
® Ranchland/farmland 22%

Institutional, railroad 2%

DEDICATED MULTI-USE

s
40 miles open to ﬁ:
40 miles ﬁﬁf

o

29 miles @

29 miles (74%) full multi-use
]

HIGHLIGHTS

Alameda is almost three-quarters complete, thanks
in large measure to leadership by East Bay Regional
Park District (EBRPD), the largest urban regional park
district in the U.S. and a champion of regional trails.
EBRPD has completed over 34 miles in Alameda

alone and almost 60 miles total in the East Bay.

After 35 years of planning, advocacy, and private-
public partnerships, EBRPD opened 3.5 miles of fully
multi-use trail through Stonebrae and Garin regional
parks in Hayward, connecting three properties and

creating an almost 45-mile continuous stretch.

A current 45-mile continuous stretch will extend to
over 50 miles when the gap from Garin Regional Park
to Niles Canyon Road is completed in the next couple

of years.

Opposition to multi-use on single-track trails is a
challenge for closing about 10 miles of mountain bike

use gaps.

Overnight camping facilities exist along the Ridge
Trail in Sibley, Anthony Chabot and Mission Peak
regional parks, with more facilities planned further
south in North Garin, Garin/Gelderman and Vargas

Plateau regional parks.

ANNUAL EVENT

The Ridge Trail and partners have hosted a 5-6

day supported Labor Day East Bay Hills hike and
equestrian ride — along a 45-mile continuous stretch
of Ridge Trail, for over a decade. Volunteers shuttle

gear and cook hot meals for happy campers.
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TOTAL MILES

31% OF REGION

— 43% complete

j] 87 dedicated miles

LAND USE/OWNERSHIP
PLANNED:

\

PUBLIC
Parks/open space preserve 52%
@ Road right-of-way 11%
Watershed/utility 1%

PRIVATE
® Ranchland/farmland 23%

@ Roads 12%
Urban 1%

DEDICATED MULTI-USE

87 miles open to
]

86 miles agﬁ

o

83 miles @

FULL MULTI-USE: 82 miles (95%)
|

HIGHLIGHTS

Santa Clara hosts nearly one-third of the total
route, including 85 miles dedicated and 114 miles

planned, with an overall completion rate of 43%.

Santa Clara County Parks hosts almost 60 miles

(16%) of the total dedicated miles of the region.

The route splits into a “Central County” stretch
which is two-thirds complete, and a “South
County” extension which is only about one-

quarter complete.

Gaps on the Central County stretch will be
expensive to close, due to highway crossings
(Highways 17 and 101) and other infrastructure,
topographic/geologicandfloodplain constraints.
Alternatively, private ranches pose a challenge

along the South County planned route.

In 2017, after almost a decade of planning and
site clean-up, Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District (MROSD) opened over five miles
of trail on Mt Umunhum, the highest point on the

trail in this part of the region.

BART is coming to San José, and the Berryessa
BART station will include a section of Ridge Trail,
closing a key gap and connecting to nearby
trails, transit, parks, open space preserves, and

urban destinations.

Overnight facilities exist at Ed Levin, Joseph
Grant, Coyote Bear, Mount Madonna and
Sanborn county parks as well as Castle Rock
State Park, with more planned for Sierra Vista
and Coyote Ridge open space preserves, led by

the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority.
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(» FIRST DEDICATION:
1989, Purisima Creek Redwoods

(@ MOST RECENT DEDICATION:
2016, Milagra Ridge, Pacifica and
Daly City, 7 miles total

G WHAT’S NEXT?
Southern Skyline Extension, 6 miles

AHIGHEST PEAK: 4 " % _:. &
Borel Hill, 2,544 ] e N

Bay Area Ridge Trail Features

Dedicated Planned
— Primary -— —
Non-primary - e
Other Features
[ Public/Protected Lands (Fee) Other Existing Trail ek
Conservation Easement — - -~ Other Proposed Trail ‘%

SAN MATEO

67

TOTAL MILES
10% OF REGION

HIGHLIGHTS

® San Mateo is more than two-thirds

complete, thanks to historic trails

and  successful artnerships  with
| 71% complete P P

Midpeninsula Regional Open Space

District (MROSD), San Francisco Public
Utility District (SFPUC),
County Parks, and Golden Gate National
Recreation Area (GGNRA).

] 47 dedicated miles
== 20 planned miles

San Mateo

LAND USE/OWNERSHIP

PLANNED: ¢ In 2016, over 7 miles of trail on Milagra

Ridge (GGNRA) and Pacifica and Daly
City streets were dedicated and signed to

complete an 80-mile continuous stretch

20

miles from Highway 92 to northern Marin.
© Two gaps totaling 8 miles, on MROSD’s La
PUBLIC Honda Creek Open Space Preserve and

@ Parks/open space preserve 55% SFPUC’s Southern Skyline Extension, are

@ Watershed/utility 35%
® Road right-of-way 3%

expected to open in the next five years.

© SFPUC started a docent-led access
program in 2003, allowing the 8-mile
Fifield-Cahill Trail through the Crystal
Springs Watershed to be dedicated.

PRIVATE
Rural, non-agricultural 2%

LAND TRUST / NGO

® Land Trust/NGO 5% © Almost 90% of the remaining gaps are

on publicly-owned land, and about 10%

of the planned route crosses private

DEDICATED MULTI-USE property.

S

48 miles open to ﬁs
and Wunderlich county parks and Portola
47 miles ﬁgi Redwoods State Park, with additional

o facilities planned for Montara Mountain

M State Park.

FULL MULTI-USE: 37 miles (76%)

© There are overnight facilities in Huddart
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SAN FRANCISCO

() FIRST DEDICATION:
1989, Lake Merced

e ;‘.\\Y::.\.‘m’-ﬁ.'.'.'.'.'.'.':i.'.‘.‘}.‘-;.‘.‘.‘.‘.’.‘.‘.‘.‘.‘i
(@ MOST RECENT DEDICATION:
2017, Mount Sutro, 11 miles

TOTAL MILES
2% OF REGION

—— 100% complete
—] 14 dedicated miles

== 4 planned reroute miles

LAND USE/OWNERSHIP
PLANNED:

4

= 14 HIGHLIGHTS

© The San Francisco route is completely dedicated
(for hikers), though much of the route is on

sidewalks and along city streets.

© A reroute to move the Ridge Trail off streets and
across Twin Peaks, Mount Sutro, and Golden
Gate Park is underway, made possible by Sutro
Stewards, traffic closure on Twin Peaks, and
other stakeholder efforts.

© Afirst phase of the reroute in Mount Sutro Open

Space Reserve was dedicated in 2017. City
agencies, SFPUC and private landowners are
working to complete the remaining three miles

of the reroute in the next five years.

® WHAT'S NEXT? miles . , , o
[}
. Oak Woodlands (part of reroute), 1 mile | Project costs will be higher and timelines
oattnal / S T Rt VA o) Esettes | extended, due to the complexities of this urban
| S - - PUBLIC

AHIGHEST PEAK:
Twin Peaks, 922’ (on reroute)

SF Zoolgg
Garden

j DALY CITY

, , BRISBANE
Bay Area Ridge Trail Features

Dedicated Planned Francisco dedicated RT is fully multi-use
— Primary J——
Non-primary ——
Other Features
- Public/Protected Lands (Fee) ~——— Other Existing Trail
Conservation Easement — === Other Proposed Trail

| : -

® Road right-of-way 42%
@ Parks/open space preserve 39%
@ Watershed/utility 12%

PRIVATE
Urban 7%

DEDICATED MULTI-USE

hs

14 miles open to ﬁs
IO miles @éﬁ?

14 miles @

FULL MULTI-USE: None of the San

setting and its political processes. However, SF
is home to supportive agencies as well as many
active and politically savvy trail advocates and
volunteers.

© The Presidio hosts the Rob Hill group campsite,

but no other overnight facilities are currently
planned near the Ridge Trail.
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